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against them that have plenty, and so stir up these tumults"l.
In London2 and other towns3 the citizens took the law into
their own hands, though unlawful assemblies to pluck down
hedges were forbidden by proclamation4.    It is uncertain
to what extent the rebellions of the period were due to the
enclosing movement.    The uprising in the West of England
under Edward VI.  was  brought  about  by the  religious
discontent, although the Bristol chronicler attributes it in
part to  enclosures5.    The men  of   Cornwall  and Devon
rejected the First Book of Common Prayer ;  the use of the
liturgy in the vernacular was no boon to men to whom
the English tongue was stranger than the old traditional
phrases.    The revolt in the eastern counties, on the other
hand, was provoked by the enclosure of the commons.    The
Oak of Reformation under which Kett the Tanner dispensed
justice symbolized the reformation not of Church but of
State6.    In the list of grievances drawn up by the insurgents
there is no reference to the conversion of arable into pasture,
and the grievance upon which they fastened is the enclosure
of the common waste.    " We pray your grace ", ran their
petition, " that no lord of no manor shall common upon the
commons "7.    The attempt to exclude the lord from rights
of common, and to confine them to freeholders and copy-
holders, measures the full force of the reaction against the
landowner's encroachments upon the common lands.    The
causes of the Pilgrimage of Grace are more difficult to
ascertain, because a variety of motives were at work.    The
leaders were hostile to Henry VIII/s counsellors, and sought
to reverse the religious changes which they had initiated.
1  A Discourse of the Common Weal, 48-49.
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account of Kett's Revolt, see " The Furies of Norfolk " (1575), in The
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